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1 . (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system comprising: 

a microprocessor for operative connection to at least one critical run circuit of a 
vehicle, the microprocessor operable in a run mode and an armed mode; 

an input system operatively coimected to the microprocessor for providing user input 
to the microprocessor; 

at least one sensor operatively connected to the microprocessor for triggering the 
microprocessor to enter the armed mode; 

wherein the microprocessor is responsive to a tampering event to initiate a vehicle 
shut-down sequence in the run and armed modes and the micioprocessor is also 
responsive to a first activation of the at least one sensor to initiate the armed mode^ 
and wherein the microprocessor is also operable in a maintenance mode and requires 
entry of a maintenance code to enter the maintenance mode the maintenance mode 
being defined as a mode during which a tampering event will not initiate the vehicle 
shut-down sequence. 

2. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 wherein tlie armed 
mode requires user input to the input system to retum the microprocessor to the run 
mode. 

3. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 wherein the armed 
mode is operable when the vehicle is running. 

4. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 wherein the at least 
one sensor detects the presence of a user within the vehicle. 
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5. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 further comprising 
an audio or visual alert operatively comiected to the microprocessor for signalling the 
armed mode. 

6. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 wherein the input 
system includes a keypad. 

7. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 6 wherein the keypad 
is wirelessly connected to tiie micioprocessor. 

8. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 wherein the input 
system is any one of or a combination of keypad, a wireless keypad, a mechanical key, an 
electromagnetic key, or a biometric sensor. 

9. (previously presented) A vehicle hnmobilization system as in claim 1 wherein the 
microprocessor is responsive to an input signal from any one of or a combination of a 
vehicle parking brake sensor, a dome light sensor, a motion detector, or seat weight 
sensor to enter the armed mode. 

10. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 further comprising 
a remote signal interface operatively connected to the microprocessor for receiving 
wireless signals from a remote source and wherein microprocessor software can be 
updated upon receipt of the remote signal. 

11. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 further comprising 
a remote signal inter&ce operatively connected to the microprocessor for receiving a 
wireless shutdown signal from a remote source to initiate the vehicle shut-down 
sequence. 

12. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system as in claim 1 further comprising 
a remote signal interface operatively connected to the microprocessor for receiving 
wireless signals from a remote source and wherein microprocessor codes can be updated 
upon receipt of the remote signal. 

13. (cancelled) 

-3 - 



PACE 4/1 1 • RCVD AT 10/30/2006 6:24:52 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO^EFXRF-2/20 • DNIS:2738300 • 0810:4036099480 * DURATION pnm-ss):04-22 



30' Oct 2006 17:21 HICKS & RSSOCIRTES 4036099480 P-5 

Attorney Docket No. P 1 14 US 

FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (previously presented) A vehicle iniinobilization system as in claim 1 wherein the 
microprocessor requires entry of a maintenance code to exit the maintenance mode. 

16. (withdrawn) A vehicle immobilization system comprising a microprocessor for operative 
connection to at least one critical run circuit of a vehicle and to at least one sensor for 
detecting the presence of a user within the vehicle, the microprocessor operable in a run 
mode wherein a trigger event will initiate a shut-down sequence by opening at least one 
critical run circuit and an armed mode while the vehicle is running and wherein an arm 
signal from the at least one sensor will initiate the armed mode. 

1 7. (previously presented) A vehicle immobilization system comprising: 

a ndcroprocessor for operative connection to at least one critical run circuit of a 
vehicle, the microprocessor operable in a run mode and an armed mode; 

a keypad input system operatively connected to the microprocessor for providing user 
input to the microprocessor; 

at least one sensor operatively connected to the microprocessor for detecting the 
presence of a user within the vehicle; 

an audio or visual alert operatively connected to the microprocessor for signalling the 
armed mode; 

a remote signal interface operatively connected to the microprocessor for receiving 
wireless signals from a remote source and wherein microprocessor software can be 
updated upon receipt of a remote signal; 

wherein the microprocessor is responsive to a tampering event to mitiate a vehicle 
shut-dovm sequence in the run and armed modes and the microprocessor is also 
responsive to a first activation of the at least one sensor to initiate the armed mode 
and the armed mode requires user input to the input system to return the 
microprocessor to the run mode and wherein the microprocessor is also operable in a 
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maintenance mode the maintenance mode being defined as a mode during which a 
tampering event will not initiate the vehicle shut-down sequence, the maintenance 
mode requiring entry of a maintenance code to enter the maintenance mode. 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (previovisly presented) A vehicle immobili2ation system as in claim 17 wherein the 
microprocessor requires entry of a maintenance code to exit the maintenance mode, 

21. (cancelled) 
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